
INSURANCE AND MEDICAL DEFENSE.

Some comment has followed the recent action of a

large insurance company in discontinuing its physi-
cians' defense contract. No reason for this withdrawal
has been given, though the natural presumption is that
the business, at least for that company, proved un-

profitable. There yet remain five general casualty com-

panies that issue these contracts and one company de-
voted solely to this form of insurance. According to
The Chronicle, an insurance weekly, the company that
confines itself to this field issues a contract providing
indemnity only for legal services incurred by a policy
holder who is sued for malpractice. On the other hand,
according to the same authority, the general casualty
companies that solicit this business offer a contract that
indemnifies for damages up to a certain figure as well
as for legal expenses of defense. Unless other com-

panies withdraw their contracts it will appear that some

of them still find the risks profitable and that the med-
ical profession does not lack opportunity for insurance
against the loss and annoyance of these disagreeable
suits. The company that has withdrawn its policy is
the same that met with an unfavorable opinion from
the attorney-general of Iowa, as noted in The Journal,
April 1,1905, page 1040. In this connection also should
be read a letter published in The Journal, April 22,
1905, page 1296, showing that indemnity for damages
appears to violate law and ethics, while indemnity for
defense does not.

OPEN TREATMENT OF BURNS.
The classical method of treating burns has generally

involved the idea of exclusion of the air, even before the
bacteriologic discoveries of the past thirty years had
made air infection a matter to be so seriously consid-
ered. Dr. Sneve's paper in this issue of The Journal,
with its advocacy of a diametrically opposite method,
will, therefore, attract some attention, as the old ideas
are still largely extant. His results in the cases he re-

ports are striking and there is much force in his argu-
ments in favor of the open method. He calls attention
in particular to the short duration of the pain in cases
thus treated, though this seems contrary to the older
ideas on the subject. Theoretically, there is nothing
against the chances for good recovery in cases in which
the open method of treatment is used, except the possi-
bility of air infection, provided, of course, that the ex-
ternal temperature is properly regulated and that surgi-
cal cleanliness is maintained. Burns do not heal by first
intention, sloughing and eschars must be expected in
severe cases, and, while we can no longer speak of "laud¬
able pus," we can not deny the beneficence of the scab.
This very much abused term simply signifies Nature's
method of healing many lesions, and nowhere so use¬

fully as in burns. According to Sneve's experience, theusefulness of the crust or scab is evident, and the re¬
sults in his cases seem to be better than by other meth¬
ods. When suitable conditions, the proper regulationof external temperature and close surgical oversight,etc., can not be obtained, the older methods of treating
these accidents are better, but in selected cases the open
method is worthy of a thorough trial, and if the experi-

enee of others coincides yvith that of Dr. Sneve and his
colleagues we may expect its general use in the near
future. If the open treatment is good for wounds, as

some have claimed, its use is still more rational for
burns.

A NEW OCCUPATION DISEASE.

A Buffalo physician finds that contiguity to electric
generators of large capacity, such as those at the Niag-
ara power works, has a decidedly bad effect on the
physique of those employed, especially in producing di-
gestive disorders and their consequences. Exactly how
this is to be accounted for he does not venture to say,
but suggests that there may be something in the waste
electric current, some special set of rays perhaps. He
offers as a sort of collateral evidence that may bear on
the subject the very quick souring of absolutely fresh
milk under the same conditions as those in which the
men work, as he has demonstrated by direct experiment.
Electricity is a force of which as yet we have very im-
perfect knowledge in many respects, and it is quite
within the range of possibility that, with the high con-
centration and quantity that must be constantly acting
on the surrounding mediums in such extensive power
works as those at Niagara Falls, some pathologic effects
might be developed. That it has not been observed else¬
where to some extent is not unaccountable. There are
few places, if any, where such phenomena are as likely
to be impressed on the casual observer as at Niagara
Falls, but the facts he gives should suggest investiga¬
tions in power plants elsewhere. It may be that what is
in such excess pathologic might be directed by prope;·appliances to some valuable therapeutic effect, and the
wastage that is altogether harmful at present be ren¬
dered of some utility for human health. This, however,
is only a conjecture and, perhaps, not a practical one.
In any event, the observation, if verified, is of interest
as revealing a new form of occupation disease.

SYMPTOMS DUE TO THE PRESENCE OF CATS.
It does not seem unreasonable to believe that the sev-

eral varieties of sensibility\p=m-\tactile, painful, thermal,
gustatory, olfactory, auditory, visual\p=m-\are but higherdifferentiations of a fundamental form, namely, com-
mon sensation. Impressions may be conveyed through
any of these channels without the intervention of con-
sciousness, but in that event there is a lack of percep-tion. On the other hand, the impression may be of such
a delicate and intangible character that the particularchannel through which it reaches the sensorium may not
be readily discernible. In some such way as this must
be explained the knowledge of the presence of another
person or the not uncommon recognition without the
aid of vision that one is being looked at. Perhaps in-
formation under such circumstances is conveyed through
nerves of common sensation. It may also be that an
impression is made on the olfactory or auditory nerves.
Some interesting observations along this line have re-
cently been recorded by Dr. S. Weir Mitchell,1 in a

paper in which he refers to an hysterical woman in
1. Amer. Med., May 27, 1905, p. 851.
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whom a fear of cats had become an obsession and who
declared that she could always detect the presence of
an unseen or unheard cat. To designate the state of
cat-fear, Dr. Mitchell employs the term ailurophobia.
A collective investigation of the subject yvas undertaken,
as a result of which it appears that a not inconsiderable
number of persons exhibit, in the presence of a cat, va¬

rious phenomena, such as fear, terror, disgust, chilly
sensations, horripilation, weakness, trismus, rigidity of
the arms, pallor, nausea, vomiting, convulsions, tempor¬
ary blindness. In a large proportion of the cases, the
manifestations make their appearance even when the
animal is not seen or heard. In a small number of
these, the individuals were conscious of the odor of the
animal, while in the remainder they were entirely un¬
aware of the manner in which they recognized the pres¬
ence of the offending cause. In the latter, likewise, it
seems most probable that the recognition is due to
odorous emanations appreciable to a sensitive nervous

system, but not as an olfactory impression. Asthmatic
symptoms develop in some persons in the presence of
cats and of other animals, and the same phenomena
have been observed in those exposed to the emanations
from hides and. furs.

Medical News

CALIFORNIA.
Commencement.\p=m-\TheCollege of Medicine of the University

of Southern California, Los Angeles, held its twentieth annual
commencement June 13. A class of 23 received degrees from
President Bovard of the university, and Dr. George Dock, Uni-
versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, delivered the doctorate ad-
dress.

New Hospital for Stockton.\p=m-\Thenew emergency hospital
erected by Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Hough in memory of Henry
Harpur Hewlett at a cost of $30,000, was formally transferred
to the city of Stockton June 5. Dr. Ira B. Ladd has been
appointed surgeon to the hospital. The first patient was re-
ceived June 15.

New Society.\p=m-\Itis announced that the Medical Society of
the State of California was incorporated June 16. The direc-
tors are one regular practitioner and four eclectics. It is
stated that the society is not formed for pecuniary profit,
but for charitable and social purposes, to establish free clinics
for the poor and to bring together practitioners of all schools
in California.
Personal.—Dr. Joseph Marshall Flint, San Francisco, has

sailed for Europe. He expects to spend two years in Breslau
with Prof. Dr. Mikulicz.-Dr. Alfred E. Regensburger, San
Francisco has returned after an extended trip through China
and Japan.-Dr. Samuel S. Bogle, Santa Rosa, has been
elected health officer of Sonoma County.-Dr. Harry S. Gos-
sage has been elected secretary of the board of health and
health officer of Petaluma.-Dr. Thomas F. Taylor, Geyser-
ville, fell June 7 and dislocated his right arm at the shoulder.

ILLINOIS.
A Medical Novelty.—The International Association of Med¬

ical and Surgical Specialists has been incorporated by a homeo¬
pathic practitioner who announces himself a "mem. active or

honorary of many state, national and foreign med. and scien¬
tific socs.," an oculist and a dentist. The object is stated to
be to advance the interests of all men in the medical profes¬
sion from general practitioners and specialists to osteopaths.
Newly Revised Circular on Consumption.—The State Board

of Health has just published the fifth revised edition of its
circular on consumption. Much new matter has been added,
making this edition of increased value to consumptives. A
special appeal is made to philanthropists to give financial aid
to consumptive patients who are too poor to properly care
for themselves, this appeal concluding:

No better opportunity for practical charity ever existed; no
greater privilege was ever ottered than is held out to him who
would urovide the means for the poor consumptive to regain his
health "and to face the battle for life and for existence on an
equal footing with his fellows. Those who are giving fortunes for
the advancement of education, of science, or art and even of re¬
ligion will do well to pause and consider if saving the life of our
fellow man and restoring him to the helpless ones dependent on
him, is not a nobler and a better thing than the elevation of culture
to its highest plane or the carrying of learning to the natives of
foreign shores.

Chicago.
Physicians on School Board.—Dr. Cornelia B. De Bey has

been appointed, and Dr. Wlad3'slaw A. Kuflewski, reappointed
a member of the Board of Education.
Emergency Hospital.—The formal opening of the ChicagoEmergency Hospital, 309 Fifth Avenue, occurred June 27. Dr.

Richard M. Fletcher is surgeon-in-chief.
Personal.—Dr. Alice Hamilton has gone to Europe.-Dr.George F. Suker has returned to Chicago and has resumed his

work as professor of ophthalmology in the Chicago Post¬
graduate Medical School.
June Health Good.—June health continues to improve as the

month draws to a close. The mortality rate for the week
ended June 24 was 439, or 11.49 per 1,000 annually, and this
is only slightly in excess of the lowest on record, that of June,
1904.
Communicable Diseases.—Except smallpox, all the conta¬

gious and infectious diseases show a decrease in the number of
cases reported—diphtheria most marked, 28 cases during the
week, as against 36 the week before. There were 18 cases of
smallpox discovered, as against 15 during the week of June 17.
Visitors En Route to Portland.—During the past week many

parties of physicians and their friends who were passing
through Chicago on their way to the Portland session have
called at the American Medical Association building.' Mondai',
Drs. Frederick Holme Wiggin, New York, and Cyrus Lee
Stephens, Athens, Pa., escorted a party of between 80 and 90
who were traveling on the New York and Philadelphia special
train, which was mentioned in The Journal June 3, page1775, the names of most of the members of the party beinggiven there. On Tuesday a number from Boston called. This
party occupies a special car and is to stop in Colorado and
California, and will return to the East by the Canadian
Pacific. Among those in this party Avere: Dr. J. Collins War¬
ren, Dr. John Warren, Prof. Thomas Dwight, Dr. and Mrs.
M. H. Richardson and daughter, Dr. and Mrs. John C. Munro
and son, Dr. F. C. Shattuck and daughter and friend, and Dr.
R. F. Oneil of Boston, and Dr. G. Ben Johnston, Dr. ChristopherTompkins, and Dr. L. C. Bosher of Richmond, Va., and Dr.
Julia Tolman of Arlington, Mass.
Dr..Reynolds' Valedictory.—Dr. Arthur R. Reynolds, in his

final bulletin as commissioner of health, in summing up the re¬
sults of his ten 3Tears' service, remarks on the purpose of the
labor of a health commissioner and on the honor that falls to
one who can demonstrate that he left his city healthier than lie
found it. He gives the following demonstration that Chicago
is to-day a much more healthful city than it was found a
dozen years ago:
Its death rate during 1S93 was 212 in every ten thousand of its

population of all ag-es. In 1904 the rate was 136 in every tenthousand. Improvement in general bealthfulneess—36 per cent.
In 1893 there died 8,125 infants out of o2,934 living under I

year of age—a rate of 246 per thousand. Last year, out of 40,578living under 1 year, there died 5,125—a rate of 124 per thousand,lïeduction of infant mortality—50 per cent.
In 1893, out of a child population of 121,564 living between 1

and 5 years of age, there were 4,328 deaths—a rate of 35 perthousand. Last year, out of 162,315 children living at this age-poriod, there were 2,027 deaths—a rate of 13 per thousand. Sav¬
ing of child-life—64 per cent.
In 1S93 the aggregate ages of the 27,083 individuals who died

during that year amounted to 617,492 years, or an average of 22.8
years each. In 1904 the aggregate ages of the 26,311 decedentsfooted up 855,107 years—an average of 32.5 years each. Increasedduration of life during the last twelve years—42.5 per cent., or an
increased "expectation of life'* of 9 years and 9 months for everyman, woman and' child living in Chicago.

IOWA.
New Hospital for Carroll.—St. Anthony's Hospital, Carroll,

erected at a cost of $00,000, was formally opened June 15.
Tuberculosis Lectureship Established.—The State UniversityCollege of Medicine, Iowa City, has established a lectureship

on tuberculosis and has appointed Dr. John W. Kime, Fort
Dodge, to the position of lecturer.
State Health Officers.—At the annual meeting of the Iowa

Association of Health Officers at Iowa City, June 13, the fol¬
lowing officers were elected President, Dr. Louis A. Thomas,
Red Oak (re-elected) ; vice-president, Dr. George P. Neal, Fort
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